great help in differentiating mitral regurgitation from aortic stenosis when the shape of the murmur is difficult to determine owing to inaudibility of the second sound.
The thoughts of the author are usually clear, though it is surprising that he mentions accentuation of P2 in aortic stenosis without explaining that the cause is pulmonary hypertension secondary to left ventricular failure. The terminology is usually good though it is surprising that he uses the term 'paradoxical' splitting of the second sound when the original and seemingly more logical term was 'reversed' splitting. Errors are few but include the statement that increase in splitting of the second sound in pulmonary stenosis is most evident when the stenosis is not too severe, and that an atrial sound is heard in health. Balance is usually good and it is surprising to see the statement that the murmur in mitral regurgitation may be diamond shaped when in fact this is extremely rare if the components of the second heart sound are correctly identified.
On the whole this book is to be strongly recommended, though for the undergraduate an account of auscultation in association with the other physical signs, as in Paul Wood's textbook, is preferable, and few will be sufficiently obsessional or have the time to fill in the author's auscultation chart. The contributors appear to have been well chosen and most of the contributions are extremely lucid and easy to read. I can well recommend it as a reference book for the practising surgeon and as a book to study for the surgeon This monograph, written by a surgeon known and respected in many countries, and ably translated by McQuillan, contains within its 74 pages a wealth of wise instruction for the care of the injured hand. It is fair to say that if the advice given here is faithfully followed, much unnecessary disability will be avoided. Professor Moberg composed this book in 1953 as a practical guide to those surgeons who are concerned with the primary treatment of the injured hand. Since then it has been translated into numerous languages and we are glad to see it appear in our own tongue.
The basic principles of management are clearly and firmly stated, including diagnosis, general operative measures and aftercare. Special techniques are discussed in such detail as space permits. There is a section devoted to the assessment of sensibility, a subject which the author has made in a special sense his own.
In a small book of this kind, the style must necessarily be didactic in character, but it loses none of its value on this account. The cost is modest and we hope that it will be widely used in our accident services.
R GUY PULVERTAFT

Advances in Internal Medicine, Volume XLII edited by William Dock MD and I Snapper MD pp 303 83s
Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1967 London: Lloyd-Luke Dock and Snapper, one of the best of the hardy medical perennials, is once more a prize winner in its class of selected reviews. Blount and Vogel provide a synoptic essay on altitude and the pulmonary circulation, welltimed for the coming Olympic Games. Studies of Egyptian mummies show that osteoarthritis has plagued mankind for at least 5,000 years, and even the skeletons of the dinosaurus reveal that their joints creaked in the mesozoic swamps. Professor Bollet brings the study of osteoarthritis into our own era with a neat dissection of the biochemistry ofjoint cartilage polysaccharides, using 14C acetate and 35S sulphate to measure rates of synthesis and breakdown of cartilage chondroitin sulphate.
The relation between contractile strength of the heart and the beat interval has long been known to be one of the fundamental properties of the myocardium. Brunwald and his colleagues have used their techniques of paired electric stimulation to study this phenomenon and provide a clear account of recent extensions of knowledge and their clinical application. London compares direct measurements of blood pressure with those obtained by Korotoff sphygmomanometry. His results confirm the findings of the 1951 Committee to Revise the Standardization of High Blood Pressure Readings, which appear to be unknown to many physicians.
Levy has assessed the kinetics of liver regeneration by measuring the rates of incorporation of tritiated thymidine into hepatic DNA, by electron microscopy of liver lysosomes and by radioisotope photoscans of functional hepatic mass. He provides a most readable account of the application of these methods to patients with hepatitis, cholestatic jaundice, cirrhosis and neoplasia.
McIntyre concisely reviews the biochemistry of magnesium dependent enzyme systems and magnesium deficiency syndromes. A long survey of the established concepts of urolithiasis is provided by Nordin and Hodgkinson. This brings out the characteristic confusion of our present state of knowledge and the need for a fundamentally different approach to stone formation. An excellent description of the techniques of radioimmunoassay of peptide hormones is given by Aurbach and colleagues. This is followed by a concise review of their application to studies of insulin, glucagon, growth hormone, adrenocorticotrophin, thyrotrophin, parathormone, thyrocalcitonin and other peptide hormones.
Serotonin has been implicated in many diverse physiological and pathological situations. Dr Warner reviews its possible roles in the carcinoid syndrome, intestinal obstruction, post-gastrectomy syndrome, intravascular thrombosis, infarction of the lungs and myocardium, toxamia of pregnancy, hepatic coma and central nervous system disorders such as familial dysautotonia.
A G SPENCER
Studies in Antsthetics including Intravenous Dental Anmsthesia by J G Bourne MA MD FFA RCS pp vi+166 20s
London: Lloyd-Luke 1967 This paper-back is largely concerned with dental anesthesia and is divided into six chapters. It begins with an account of the potency of inhalational anesthetics and emphasizes the importance of the blood solubility of an agent in relation to safety, speed of induction and recovery.
The next section considers the potency of nitrous oxide. Human experiments were undertaken, the patients being divided into those taking depressants (alcohol or sedatives) and others receiving none. Resistance to anwsthesia was most marked in those accustomed to regular doses of depressants. The author also noted that calm, controlled persons of whatever physical build were readily anesthetized. He perhaps failed to observe the value of his own personality in promoting that state in anxious individuals.
Intravenous dental anwsthesia is described in detail. Special mention is made of contraindications to the method, and of precautions to be taken in those undergoing treatment with steroids, monoamine oxidase inhibitors and anticoagulants. The treatment of cardiac arrest is included.
Fainting, especially in the dental chair, is next considered. Its avoidance by the use of the supine position is strongly advocated. In the chapter on the vomiting hazard, Dr Bourne recommends the lateral, head-down position prior to intubation.
He concludes with an admirable section on the teaching of dental anesthesia; his long-term proposals for improvement in this somewhat neglected field deserve careful appraisal. The author is a sincere enthusiast: his contribution, though costly, should be read by all interested in this important subject. R Of three standard methods of treatment in the newborn, the authors describe and recommend gradual stretching and strapping, which in their series produced 71 % success (no surgery and no relapse). Forcible manipulation and Denis Browne splints, and forcible manipulations and serial casts gave very much worse long-term results.
As the wtiology of the lesion eludes us, it is to be hoped that careful clinical and radiological assessment of each case, at birth and during treatment, with controlled clinical trials, may enable us to produce better resultsa minimum 30 % relapse rate leaves no room for complacency.
As was to be expected, the chapters on late and relapsing cases are excellent. Mr Fripp is an acknowledged expert on this subject and clearly expounds all the problems and lines of treatment. 
